Potential barriers to the laparoscopic management of ectopic pregnancies: a regional UK study.
In this regional UK study across seven hospitals, we examined the potential barriers to undertaking a laparoscopic approach to the surgical management of ectopic pregnancies. Across the region 84% of surgically managed ectopic pregnancies were undertaken laparoscopically, although out of hours operating resulted in a higher rate of laparotomies. Trainees perceived themselves to be competent in carrying out laparoscopy for ectopic pregnancies and reported their training as adequate. Perceived barriers to training were a lack of operating time, service commitments, reduced working hours arising from the European working directive, and a lack of laboratory training facilities. In order to maintain and improve the laparoscopic rate for the management of ectopic pregnancies, it is necessary to ensure that trainees have more supervised operating time and better access to laboratory training facilities.